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layer of tallow to prevent oxidation of the metal. The
plates are allowed to remain in the molten tin for an hour
or more, after which they are removed,, and placed on the
grating to allow the superfluous tin to run off. The next
operation, called " washing," consists in dipping the plates "
in a pot containing melted grain tin, which assists in re-
moving the superfluous coarse tin imparted by the first
process. The plates are taken out of the grain-tin pot,
one by one, by means of a pair of tongs, held in the
left hand, and the workman scrubs each plate with a
hempen brush, held in the right hand. The plate is next
dipped for a moment once more in the wash-pot, and
afterwards in the grease-pot. Great care is necessary to
keep the grease at the proper -temperature, by which the
brightness of the plates, as they come from the metal-pot,
is maintained. The plates are finally cleansed from the
tallow by being rubbed with bran; they are afterwards
packed in boxes, each box containing 225 plates.

MOIREE METALLIQUE.

A beautiful crystalline appearance is imparted to tin
plates (se'e p. 42) by the action of dilute acids. Under the
title of moiree metallique the art of ornamenting tin at one
time attained great popularity, and indeed at the present
day it is much practised both in this country and on the
Continent. If we remember rightly, the late Sir Isambard
Brunei, the gifted designer of the Thames Tunnel, patented
a process for ornamenting tin by means of acid solutions
many years ago.

To impart to sheet tin the crystalline effects referred to,
the metal is first slightly heated, after which its surface